
 
Come join your fellow Montessorians for the second annual statewide Montessori Association 
of North Carolina Conference! This one-day event is packed with presentations and workshops 
that are of immediate interest and value to Montessori Administrators and teachers, both 
public and private.  

In recognition of the challenges we all face, this conference will be held virtually. We have a 
powerful line-up of presentations, along with opportunities for you to network with your 
colleagues.  

9:00 am Opening Keynote: 

Montessori Light After the Storm: Vision of a transformed Montessori for All 

Ayize’s keynote will strive to look at some of our current health and social storms. Moreover, he 
will attempt to inspire participants to realize the possibility of a 2020 Vision for a transformed 

Montessori for all through these current storms.” 

 

Ayize Sabater is a dynamic entrepreneur, educational researcher, author 
and twenty-year educator. He earned his doctorate at Morgan State 
University in 2018. Dr. Ayize has co-founded several organizations, 
including a Montessori Public Charter school in D.C.. He is an honors 
graduate of Morehouse and Wesley. Ayize’s been featured as a Keynote 
speaker for American University and, a 2010 educational excellence 
award recipient, presented by First Lady Michelle Obama at the White 
House. He is published, some of his research interests include: family 
engagement; culturally relevant pedagogy; Montessori for Black people. 
The Black Montessori Educational Fund is his latest venture. 
 

 



 

10:15 am Morning Breakout Sessions: 

 
Katie Rucker 

 
Kisha Young 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Implementing the System of Justness at Moore 
Montessori Community School  
 
Overview: The System of Justness is a systematic approach to 
supporting the behavioral and emotional needs of students in 
Montessori programs.  The system includes a strong 
Montessori implementation, the Nautilus System and Child 
Study.  Implementing the System of Justness at Moore 
Montessori was transformative for children, staff and families. 
  
This approach is child-centered, but primarily focuses on the 
preparation of the adult in the areas of mindset shift and 
method. After implementing the System of Justness school-
wide, Moore Montessori guides had the tools they needed to 
navigate challenging situations and adeptly re-engage 
students in their classroom community and learning. As a 
result, classroom disruptions were greatly reduced. 

 
Britt Hawthorne 

 

  
Using the Antibias Education Framework 
 
Overview:  In this live webinar, Montessori educators will be 
empowered to utilize the anti-bias education framework. The 
training equips participants with a common language to assist 
with navigating discussions around diversity and 
justice with their peers. Participants will leave with an 
understanding of how children develop racial and ethnic 
prejudices early in life, along with the next steps to take in 
their anti-bias journey. 

 
 

Marta Donahoe 

 
Mindy Mahar 

   
 
 
Talk to Me!  Mindful Communication 
 
Overview:  Have you ever said anything you wish you could 
take back? Have you ever been at a loss for words in a 
challenging situation? In this workshop you will learn practical 
ways to increase your awareness as you engage with others. 
Participants will learn about speaking, listening, and being 
present in conversation. Join MIndy and Marta to take part in 
communication activities that you can begin using right away 
in your classroom and your everyday life. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

11:30 am Grab your lunch and join in a roundtable discussion with your 
Montessori colleagues: 
 

• Distance Learning Roundtable 
• Social Justice Roundtable 
• School Administrators Roundtable 

 
12:30 pm Afternoon Breakout Sessions: 
 

  
Colleen Wilkinson 

 

  
Resilient Learners, Thriving Communities: Trauma-
Informed Montessori  
Overview: Children carry the heavyweight of trauma 
differently than adults, and our schools have the opportunity 
to create environments that support the blooming resilience 
of students and prevent educational trauma within our 
communities. In this workshop, we will discuss the core 
concepts of trauma-informed education and provide an 
overview of the ways we can utilize these tools in our 
communities and the classroom. With these tools in hand, you 
will be on the path to creating authentic communities with 
deeply connected relationships and playing a vital role in the 
mitigation of the long-lasting effects of childhood trauma. 

      
         Catherine Massie 

 
 

  
 
 
A View of More Holistic Montessori Inclusion 
 
Overview: Catherine will present a brief orientation to an 
historic and emerging model of inclusive Montessori 
education. This inclusion model reconnects the Montessori 
educational legacy with modern developmental medicine to 
serve children with developmental and learning differences 
more holistically. 

 Missy  McClure 

 

  
 
Self-Care in the Era of COVID-19 
 
Overview: The challenges that educators are facing during this 
pandemic are unprecedented. Self-care of the educator, or 
any stakeholder for that matter, is not just important in the 
midst of these challenges, but absolutely necessary. As 
educators are stretched beyond their limits on a daily basis 
during this Pandemic, it has become even more important to 
nurture and nourish yourself physically, emotionally, and 
mentally. Bridget and Missy will engage with you in several 



Bridget Dickerson

 

self-care activities that you can incorporate into your daily 
practice as well as share health information and research that 
demonstrates how important it is for us to take care of 
ourselves. Remember, you must first put on your oxygen mask 
before you can be of help to others.  

 

 

2:00 pm Closing Keynote: 

 

Creating a Brave Space  
 
Creating a brave space starts long before our learners arrive; it 
begins with us. We can start by committing to collectively talking 
about fairness, equity, and justice with one another. Then we 
will begin to envision a world where Black, Indigenous, and 
children of color and are treated with dignity. Join Britt 
Hawthorne and Colleen Wilkinson as they discuss the beauty of 
creating a brave space with the adults in our lives and lean into 
the power of accountability. 

 
Britt Hawthorne and  
Colleen Wilkinson 
 
 
Registration is now open! To take advantage of the Early Bird pricing of 
just $49, click here.  
 
Group rates available for schools wishing to participate together.  
 
For details or any questions, please email George Markham, 
Conference Coordinator.    
 

https://manc.wildapricot.org/event-3965684
mailto:gwmarkhamconsulting@gmail.com?subject=MANC%20Conference

